
 
 

Nebraska Unemployment Rate Increases Slightly in February 
 
LINCOLN- Nebraska’s preliminary seasonally adjusted state unemployment rate increased 0.1 percentage 
point to 4.8% in February 2010, according to data released today by the Nebraska Department of Labor. 
The rate reflects an increase of 0.5 percentage point over the February 2009 rate.  

 
The national unemployment rate for February 2010 remained steady at 9.7%. This is 1.5 percentage point 
higher than last year’s February 2009 unemployment rate of 8.2%.  
  
The two private industry sectors to experience over the month job growth were: 
 

Education and Health Services (+1,028) 
Other Services (+134) 

 
Commissioner of Labor, Catherine D. Lang said, “This is fairly typical of employment in the month of 
February for Nebraska.  The state has not experienced more than 0.5 percentage point change in 
employment in this month since 2004.” 
 
Nebraska continues to have one of the lowest unemployment rates in the nation. 
 
 
 
 
Micropolitan Statistical Areas (MC) Counties included Feb-10 Jan-10 
  (Preliminary) (Revised) 
Beatrice MC Gage 6.1 6.9 
Columbus MC Platte 4.4 5.0 
Fremont MC Dodge 5.5 5.8 
Grand Island MC Hall, Howard, Merrick 5.2 5.4 
Hastings MC Adams, Clay 5.5 5.8 
Kearney MC Buffalo, Kearney 4.1 4.5 
Lexington MC Dawson, Gosper 5.4 5.8 
Norfolk MC Madison, Pierce, Stanton 5.1 5.3 
North Platte MC Lincoln, Logan, McPherson 4.5 5.0 
Scotts Bluff MC Scottsbluff, Banner 6.0 6.7 
Red Willow SA (Small Labor Market Area) Red Willow, Hitchcock 4.5 5.2 
 
 

-More- 
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Labor Force Estimates - National (Seasonally Adjusted)    
      Changes Since 
 Feb-10 Jan-10 Feb-09 Jan-09 Jan-10 Feb-09 

Unemployment Rate 9.7 9.7 8.2 7.7 0.0 1.5 
       
       

Labor Force Estimates - Nebraska (Seasonally Adjusted)    
 Prelim Revised    Changes Since 
 Feb-10* Jan-10** Feb-09 Jan-09 Jan-10 Feb-09 

Unemployment Rate 4.8 4.7 4.3 5.1 0.1 0.5 
        

Labor Force 985,589 984,103 987,863 989,720 1,486 -2,274 
Unemployment 47,215 46,039 42,595 40,801 1,176 4,620 
Employment 938,374 938,064 945,268 948,918 310 -6,894 

       
       

Labor Force Estimates - Omaha MSA (Not Seasonally 
Adjusted) 

   

 Prelim Revised    Changes Since 
 Feb-10 Jan-10 Feb-09 Jan-09 Jan-10 Feb-09 

Unemployment Rate 5.9 6.1 4.9 5.1 -0.2 1.0 
       
Labor Force 445,682 449,755 450,832 449,645 -4,073 -5,150 
Unemployment 26,085 27,417 22,067 22,999 -1,332 4,018 
Employment 419,597 422,338 428,765 426,646 -2,741 -9,168 

       
       

Labor Force Estimates - Lincoln MSA (Not Seasonally 
Adjusted) 

   

 Prelim Revised    Changes Since 
 Feb-10 Jan-10 Feb-09 Jan-09 Jan-10 Feb-09 

Unemployment Rate 4.9 5.2 4.3 4.6 -0.3 0.6 
       
Labor Force 167,582 168,153 169,204 167,753 -571 -1,622 
Unemployment 8,191 8,704 7,222 7,708 -513 969 
Employment 159,391 159,449 161,982 160,045 -58 -2,591 

       
*Preliminary  **Revised.       
Data is revised on a monthly basis. Data for previous years is benchmarked annually and is subject to 
change. 
New benchmark data for 2008 & 2009 will be released on April 16, 2010   

 
 

Prepared and distributed by Nebraska Department of Labor (NDOL) 
Next scheduled release is April 16, 2010. 

NDOL press releases are accessible on the Internet at: HUdol.nebraska.gov 
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